
Annex 17 Work party volunteer activities 

Example emails between work party volunteers about a range of conservation activities on Tin Hovel 

pond and Scotts Lane area; private names and email addresses redacted. 

 

pond plans 
Lyn Robinson 
Wed 15/09/2010 20:17 

 

 

 

 
To: 

  You; 

  pauline kneafsey; 

  pam brandon; 

  diana clark; 

  Derek Carpenter 

Dear All, 

 

Plans are firming up re. the pond clearout in Scotts Lane next Wednesday 22nd.  Around 10am 

Vale Volunteers will arrive, led by Tony Talbot (about 5 of them).  Paul Holton (our AVDC 

Countryside Services friend) also plans to come.  We'll probably work until around 4pm. 

 

Tony and his VVs and mmcg members will start cutting back the bushes that surround the pond 

so that more light enters the pond area and encourages pond plants etc.  David Culley will bring 

his tractor and trailer around 11am, and take the debris away.  All this has been OKd by Ben 

Thomason. 

 

Paul is interested in digging out some of the pond floor to clear and lower it to make more water 

depth for great crested newts to lay eggs in eventually.  But this activity depends on the depth of 

water on the day. 

 

PLEASE join us if you possibly can.  I've sort of promised Tony and Paul around 5 mmcg 

members who can 'muck in'.  I must admit that the bushes are very thorny and it could be v. 

muddy - so please bring boots, thick gloves, cutters and secateurs, maybe a spade (!) etc etc.  

 

I know that some of you will be in far-flung places, but maybe you can invite someone else.  It 

would be helpful if you could let me know if you can come at some/any stage of the day.  Even 

one hour's help would be brilliant. 

 

Thanks, 

 
Lyn 
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FW: scotts lane pond 
Lyn Robinson 
Tue 19/07/2011 09:48 

 

 

 

 
To: 

  You; 

  brian spickett; 

  Derek Carpenter; 

  mark gadd; 

  pam brandon; 

  pauline kneafsey; 

  pev carver; 

  reg doble; 

  diana clark 

Dear All, 

 

Below you will see info from Paul H. re the pond in Scotts Lane.  

 

The forecast for this Friday is good.  I wondered if any of you would like to join me for an hour 

pulling up some of the central greenery as suggested by Paul?  I had a practice go yesterday and 

the plants are extremely easy to pull up. 

 

I can do morning and/or afternoon.  If you are willing and able could you let me know whether 

you prefer a 10.30 or 2pm slot? 

 

In hope! 

 

Lyn 

 
From: PHolton@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

To: lynrobinson2002@hotmail.com 

Date: Tue, 19 Jul 2011 08:37:05 +0100 

Subject: RE: scotts lane pond 

Hi Lyn 
  

Sounds like it may be worth pulling some of these plants but not all. There will be some 
invertebrate interest in these at the moment so worth leaving some for any over 
wintering or autumn dwelling larvae. The buttercup can become dominant but not if it is 
under water. The watercress can completely dominate but this can be harvested to eat 
watch out as it could be fools watercress or water parsnip. As for the grasses these can 
be the most invasive depending on the variety if it is large up to a metre it could be 
glyceria which rapidly takes over a pond. Anything less than 30cm is less invasive. As 
mentioned a pond needs about 30% marginal vegetation around it (ideally it needs water 
in it but nothing we can do about the weather this year) so try and get to that stage or 
just under removing from the centre of the pond out. Good luck and keep me posted. p 
  
Paul Holton 
AVDC Biodiversity Officer 
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Haydon Mill, Rabans Lane, 
Aylesbury, Bucks, HP19 8RU. 
01296 427972 
 

 
From: Lyn Robinson [mailto:lynrobinson2002@hotmail.com] 
Sent: 18 July 2011 16:49 
To: Holton, Paul 
Subject: scotts lane pond 

Hi Paul, 

 

Can you advise us please?  The pond (Scotts Lane, Maids Moreton) that the Vale Volunteers 

helped us clear out so successfully is now dry and totally full of green plants.  These include 

loads of the celery-leaved buttercup, watercress, grasses etc 

 

Should our group go in and pull these up while it's dry enough underfoot to do so?  Or should we 

just leave them all? 

 

Thanks, 

 
Lyn 

 

-- 
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